INTERVENTION OF SHAN TIEN'S LUCKY DAY

device, owing to the symmetrical breathing of Lao
Ting, and applying himself to the opening unper-
ceived, he suddenly blew a jet of water through
and afterwards nailed in a wooden skewer. This
he did because he himself was also entering for
the competitions, though he did not really fear
Lao Ting.

Thus denied, Lao Ting sought other means to
continue his study, if only for a few minutes longer
daily, and it became his custom to leave his ill-
equipped room when it grew dusk and to walk
into the outer ways, always with his face towards
the west, so that he might prolong the benefit of
the great luminary to the last possible moment.
When the time of no-light definitely arrived he
would climb up into one of the high places to
await the first beam of the great sky-lantern, and
also in the reasonable belief that the nearer he
got to it the more powerful would be its light.

It was upon such an occasion that Lao Ting first
became aware of the entrancing presence of Chun
Hoa-mi, and although he plainly recognised from
the outset that the graceful determination with
wHich she led a water-buffalo across the landscape
by means4 of a slender cord attached to its nose
was not conducive to his taking a high place in the
competitions, he soon found that he was unable
to withdraw himself from frequenting the spot at
the same hour on each succeeding day. Presently,
however, he decided that his previous misgiving was
inaccurate, as her existence inspired him with an
all-conquering determination to outdistance every
other candidate in so marked a manner that his
name would at once become famous throughout
the province, to attain high office without delay,
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